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The British Army in the Far East 1941–45
Bloomsbury Publishing Between December 1941 and May 1942, the British Empire suﬀered a series of humiliating
defeats in the Far East. Three years later the Japanese were defeated by British and Commonwealth forces at Kohima
and Imphal and in the battles for Burma. This transformation in the fortunes was in large part due to the development
of jungle warfare doctrine and the resulting improvements in training, tactics and equipment. This book examines
British Army conventional forces that fought in the Far East, showing how the dissemination of doctrine improved
training, and helped 14th Army's infantry divisions secure victory.

British and Japanese Military Leadership in the Far
Eastern War, 1941-45
Routledge Some sixty years after the Far Eastern War ended, this innovative new collection brings together ﬁve
distinguished UK-based scholars and ﬁve from Japan to reappraise their respective country's leadership in the Malaya
and Burma campaigns. This leadership is analyzed on various levels, ranging from the grand strategic to operational.
The Japanese contributors examine the reasons for their forces, brilliant advances in 1941-42, whereas the British
writers have to account for the disastrous defeat, characterized by the poor leadership of senior commanders such as
Bennett and Percival. Between 1943 and 1945, the tables were turned dramatically, so the failure of Japanese
command decisions then comes under critical scrutiny and the British have to explain how defeat was transformed into
victory. Above all, this volume should stimulate interest in diﬀerent methods and styles of military leadership in view
of the contrasting approaches of the British and Japanese in the Second World War.

The British Army in the Far East 1941–45
Bloomsbury Publishing Between December 1941 and May 1942, the British Empire suﬀered a series of humiliating
defeats in the Far East. Three years later the Japanese were defeated by British and Commonwealth forces at Kohima
and Imphal and in the battles for Burma. This transformation in the fortunes was in large part due to the development
of jungle warfare doctrine and the resulting improvements in training, tactics and equipment. This book examines
British Army conventional forces that fought in the Far East, showing how the dissemination of doctrine improved
training, and helped 14th Army's infantry divisions secure victory.

The War in the Far East, 1941-1945
A Military History
The author brieﬂy discusses prewar traditions and the opening of Japan to the West as inﬂuential factors on political
developments before he chronicles the Japanese oﬀensive and Allied response.

Fighting the People's War
The British and Commonwealth Armies and the Second
World War
Cambridge University Press Jonathan Fennell captures for the ﬁrst time the true wartime experience of the ordinary
soldiers from across the empire who made up the British and Commonwealth armies. He analyses why the great
battles were won and lost and how the men that fought went on to change the world.
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Encyclopedia of World War II
H W Fowler Provides over seven hundred entries about the second World War discussing the biographies of key
ﬁgures, maps and explanations of decisive battles, and the military, historical, political, and diplomatic aspects of the
war.

World War II Battle by Battle
Bloomsbury Publishing This compact gift book takes thirty of World War II's most signiﬁcant clashes, both the famous
and the lesser known, and presents their stories in a concise, easy to digest format, accompanied by beautiful Osprey
artwork plates in full colour that illuminate a key moment in each battle. World War II was the single greatest conﬂict
the world has ever known, fought in theatres all around the globe, and many of its battles – Stalingrad, Monte Cassino,
the Battle of Britain – are household names. While the Western Front in Europe is often what ﬁrst comes to mind, bitter
and bloody battles were also fought in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia and the Paciﬁc, on land, at sea, and in the air, and
their many stories help illuminate both the scale and the varying character of the conﬂict.

The Far East Theatre, 1941-1946
En beskrivelse af engelske artillerienheders deltagelse på de krigsskuepladser i det fjerne østen, hvor engelske
hærenheder var indsat i kamp mod de japanske okkupationsstyrker under 2. Verdenskrig. Bogen er forsynet med
register over de enheder der deltog i krigen, troppeinddelinger, kort, og oplysninger om de chefer m.v., der førte
artillerienhederne.

Disaster in the Far East 1940- 1942
Pen and Sword Despatches in this volume include that on the Far East between October 1940 and December 1941, by
Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham; the despatch on operations in Hong Kong between 8 and 25 December
1941, by Major-General C.M. Maltby, General Oﬃcer Commanding British Troops in China; the report on the air
operations during the campaigns in Malaya and Netherland East Indies between December 1941 and March 1942; and
the important despatch by Percival detailing the fall of Malaya and Fortress Singapore.?This unique collection of
original documents will prove to be an invaluable resource for historians, students and all those interested in what was
one of the most signiﬁcant periods in British military history.

British Infantryman in the Far East 1941–45
Osprey Publishing This title focuses on the experience, tactics, training and weapons of the British soldier from the Fall
of Malaya and Singapore until the Reconquest of Burma during World War II (1939-1945). It takes a close look at jungle
warfare training in India and the ensuing action in Burma, tracing the development of tactics and doctrine: this formed
the basis for the victories in the Arakan and the battles of Kohima and Imphal. The soldier's view of India, the
entertainment available on leave, food rationing and other supplies such as cigarettes, the introduction of the forces
newspaper SEAC, and the medical problems of malaria are all explored in detail.

Orde Wingate
Bloomsbury Publishing Orde Wingate rose to fame by creating the Chindits in Burma in 1943. He is an extremely
important ﬁgure in military history, and deserves just as much attention as Alanbrooke, Montgomery, and Auchinleck.
Unlike them, however, he always operated outside the accepted etiquette and the formal chain of command. He was a
maverick and misﬁt, and he held to the belief that the type of mass warfare demonstrated on the Western Front
(1914–18) had very little to do with the warfare of the future. He believed that the latter would require an 'indirect
approach', in which heavily lumbering armies would be exquisitely vulnerable to small groups of highly motivated,
mobile and well-armed guerrillas. This book covers Wingate's experiences in pre-war Palestine, in Ethiopia in 1941
(where he formed an irregular guerrilla unit to harrass the Italian garrisons) and in World War II Burma, where the two
Chindit campaigns would be his apotheosis.
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maverick and misﬁt, and he held to the belief that the type of mass warfare demonstrated on the Western Front
(1914–18) had very little to do with the warfare of the future. He believed that the latter would require an 'indirect
approach', in which heavily lumbering armies would be exquisitely vulnerable to small groups of highly motivated,
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Japan Triumphant
The Far East Campaign 1941-1942
Pen and Sword The Japanese oﬀensive in the Far East in 1941-2 was extraordinary in its ambition for their aim was to
advance across the entire region. They clashed with an array of forces in a series of lightning campaigns that included
famous episodes like the raid on Pearl Harbor and the conquest of Singapore. Among the opposing armies were those
of the Americans, Dutch and Filipinos as well as the British imperial forces which included the Indians, Malays and
Burmese. Philip Jowett in this vivid photographic history covers the whole course of the oﬀensive, portraying not only
the Japanese military which achieved such incredible success but the armies they overwhelmed. In a sequence of over
200 wartime photographs – many of which have not been published before – he focuses on the land, sea and air
ﬁghting as the Japanese occupied so much of the region. Rare images of the Japanese forces as they prepared for war
and then made seemingly unstoppable progress are matched by a selection of images of the armies they surprised and
vanquished. The book gives a powerful impression of the character of the war in the area and records the appearance,
equipment and weaponry of the armies involved and the conditions in which they fought. The book is a particularly
valuable addition to the literature on the Second World War in the Far East because it draws attention to important
events, like the conquest of the Dutch East Indies, which are often overlooked.

Imphal 1944
The Japanese invasion of India
Bloomsbury Publishing In March 1944, the Japanese Fifteenth Army launched an oﬀensive into India from Burma.
Named 'U Go', its main objective was the capture of the town of Imphal, which provided the easiest route between
India and Burma. Whoever controlled it, controlled access between the two countries. Facing oﬀ against the Japanese
was the British Fourteenth Army and its Imphal-based 4 Corps. For the next four months, over 200,000 men clashed in
the hills and valley of Manipur in what has since been described as one of the greatest battles of World War II.
Although numbers vary, it is estimated that some 30,000 Japanese soldiers died and 23,000 were injured at
Imphal–Kohima in 1944 due to ﬁghting, disease and in the retreat back to Burma. It remains the largest defeat on land
ever for the Japanese Army. With fully commissioned artwork and maps, this is the complete story of the turning point
in the Burma campaign in World War II.

Browned Oﬀ and Bloody-Minded
The British Soldier Goes to War 1939-1945
Yale University Press More than three-and-a-half million men served in the British Army during the Second World War,
the vast majority of them civilians who had never expected to become soldiers and had little idea what military life,
with all its strange rituals, discomforts, and dangers, was going to be like. Alan Allport’s rich and luminous social
history examines the experience of the greatest and most terrible war in history from the perspective of these
ordinary, extraordinary men, who were plucked from their peacetime families and workplaces and sent to ﬁght for King
and Country. Allport chronicles the huge diversity of their wartime trajectories, tracing how soldiers responded to and
were shaped by their years with the British Army, and how that army, however reluctantly, had to accommodate itself
to them. Touching on issues of class, sex, crime, trauma, and national identity, through a colorful multitude of fresh
individual perspectives, the book provides an enlightening, deeply moving perspective on how a generation of very
modern-minded young men responded to the challenges of a brutal and disorienting conﬂict.

Britain's Greatest Defeat
Singapore 1942
A&C Black New in paperback, The pre-eminent history of a military disaster. A masterful analysis of events.

Sepoys against the Rising Sun
The Indian Army in Far East and South-East Asia,
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1941–45
BRILL Sepoys against the Rising Sun, based on the archival materials collected from India and United Kingdom,
evaluates the combat/military/battleﬁeld eﬀectiveness of the Indian Army in South-East Asia against the IJA during
World War II.

Slim, Master of War
Burma, 1942-5
Constable General W J Slim achieved something no one believed possible. Appointed to lead what was soon to become
the famous 'forgotten' 14th Army in 1943, at a time when British units in the Far East were defeated and demoralised,
within six months he had dealt the ﬁrst death blow to the Japanese Army. This - the battle of Kohima and Imphal - was
the largest single defeat of the Japanese on land in the Second World War and led to their complete destruction in
Burma by August 1945. So, how did he do it? And why is he not better known? Slim did not ﬁt the British military
mould. Like Patton he was a manoeuvrist: he fought diﬀerently, seeking victory by cunning and guile, starkly diﬀerent
from how the British Army foughts its wars at the time. Like the legendary soldier T E Lawrence, Slim was an exponent
- long before it became fashionable - of mission command, giving his subordinates their head and encouraging
initiative and imagination at the lowest levels of command. But above all Slim was a soldier's general - it wasn't just
his men who revered him, but his equals too: Mountbatten, with whom he bonded in a way unparalleled in South East
Asia Command, and Stilwell, another maverick, who would serve under no other British commander but him. They were
not wrong; he was a singular man, a supreme commander, who remains worthy of our respect.

British Commando 1940–45
Bloomsbury Publishing With Hitler's army rampaging across Europe, Winston Churchill ordered the creation of a special
ﬁghting force – the Commandos. These valiant men were volunteers drawn from the ranks of the British Army, formed
into a Special Service Brigade and put through a rigorous but highly eﬀective training programme. Over the course of
World War II they would see action in every major theatre of operation and are credited with numerous feats of
gallantry during the D-Day landings. Although many units were disbanded after the war, the Royal Marine Commandos
have maintained the standards of this elite ﬁghting formation to the present day. Angus Konstam explores the history
of the Commandos during their formative years, providing detailed descriptions of their training, weapons and
equipment. Battle reports are accompanied by specially commissioned Osprey artwork and historical photographs,
oﬀering readers an in-depth analysis of some of the most famous ﬁghting units in the British Army's history.

Military Economics, Culture and Logistics in the Burma
Campaign, 1942-1945
Routledge Following the fall of Burma to the Japanese in May 1942, reopening and expanding the link from India to
China through Burma became the allied force's principal war aim in South-East Asia. This book argues that the
campaign's development was driven more by what was logistictically possible than by pure strategic intent.

Pearl Harbor Attack
Hearings Before the Joint Committee on the
Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack, Congress of the
United States, Seventy-ninth Congress, First [-second]
Session, Pursuant to S. Con. Res. 27 ...
Hearings
The British Army 1939–45 (3)
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The Far East
Bloomsbury Publishing The lightning Japanese oﬀensives in the Far East in 1941/42 inﬂicted a series of costly defeats
on the ill-prepared and badly supported British Commonwealth forces in Malaya and Burma. The 'forgotten' 14th Army
on the India-Burma border slowly built up its strength and its tactical expertise; and Wingate's 'Chindits' proved that
units supplied from the air could operate deep behind enemy lines. In 1944 General Slim's troops decisively smashed
Japan's last oﬀensive at Imphal and Kohima; and over the next year they drove the enemy relentlessly back through
Burma, reducing them to starving fugitives by the ﬁnal victory in August 1945. This concise summary of Britain's Far
East campaigns is illustrated with many rare photographs, and eight detailed colour plates.

Britain's Secret War against Japan, 1937-1945
Routledge A new look at how Britain’s defence establishment learned to engage Japan’s armed forces as the Paciﬁc
War progressed. Douglas Ford reveals that, prior to Japan’s invasion of Southeast Asia in December 1941, the British
held a contemptuous view of Japanese military prowess. He shows that the situation was not helped by the high level
of secrecy which surrounded Japan’s war planning, as well as the absence of prior engagements with the Imperial
Japanese Navy and Army. The fall of ‘Fortress Singapore’ in February 1942 dispelled the notion that the Japanese were
incapable of challenging the West. British military oﬃcials acknowledged how their forces in the Far East were
inadequate, and made a concerted eﬀort to improve their strength and eﬃciency. However, because Britain’s forces
were tied down in their operations in Europe, North Africa and the Mediterranean, they had to ﬁght the Japanese with
limited resources. Drawing upon the lessons obtained through Allied experiences in the Paciﬁc theatres as well as their
own encounters in Southeast Asia, the British used the available intelligence on the strategy, tactics and morale of
Japan’s armed forces to make the best use of what they had, and by the closing stages of the war in 1944 to 1945, they
were able to devise a war plan which paved the way for the successful war eﬀort. This book will be of great interest to
all students of the Second World War, intelligence studies, British military history and strategic studies in general.

The Jungle, Japanese and the British Commonwealth
Armies at War, 1941-45
Fighting Methods, Doctrine and Training for Jungle
Warfare
Routledge This book focuses on the British Commonwealth armies in SE Asia and the SW Paciﬁc during the Second
World War, which, following the disastrous Malayan and Burma campaigns, had to hurriedly re-train, re-equip and reorganise their demoralised troops to ﬁght a conventional jungle war against the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA). British,
Indian and Australian troops faced formidable problems conducting operations across inaccessible, rugged and junglecovered mountains on the borders of Burma, in New Guinea and on the islands of the SW Paciﬁc. Yet within a
remarkably short time they adapted to the exigencies of conventional jungle warfare and later inﬂicted shattering
defeats on the Japanese. This study will trace how the military eﬀectiveness of the Australian Army and the last great
imperial British Army in SE Asia was so dramatically transformed, with particular attention to the two key factors of
tactical doctrine and specialised training in jungle warfare. It will closely examine how lessons were learnt and passed
on between the British, Indian and Australian armies. The book will also brieﬂy cover the various changes in military
organisation, medical support and equipment introduced by the military authorities in SE Asia and Australia, as well as
covering the techniques evolved to deliver eﬀective air support to ground troops. To demonstrate the importance of
these changes, the battleﬁeld performance of imperial troops in such contrasting operations as the First Arakan
Campaign, ﬁghting along the Kokoda Trail and the defeat of the IJA at Imphal and Kohima will be described in detail.

Forgotten Armies
The Fall of British Asia, 1941-1945
Harvard University Press In the early stages of the Second World War, the vast crescent of British-ruled territories
stretching from India to Singapore appeared as a massive Allied asset. It provided scores of soldiers and great
quantities of raw materials and helped present a seemingly impregnable global defense against the Axis. Yet, within a
few weeks in 1941-42, a Japanese invasion had destroyed all this, sweeping suddenly and decisively through south and
southeast Asia to the Indian frontier, and provoking the extraordinary revolutionary struggles which would mark the
beginning of the end of British dominion in the East and the rise of today's Asian world. More than a military history,
this gripping account of groundbreaking battles and guerrilla campaigns creates a panoramic view of British Asia as it
was ravaged by warfare, nationalist insurgency, disease, and famine. It breathes life into the armies of soldiers,
civilians, laborers, businessmen, comfort women, doctors, and nurses who confronted the daily brutalities of a combat
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zone which extended from metropolitan cities to remote jungles, from tropical plantations to the Himalayas. Drawing
upon a vast range of Indian, Burmese, Chinese, and Malay as well as British, American, and Japanese voices, the
authors make vivid one of the central dramas of the twentieth century: the birth of modern south and southeast Asia
and the death of British rule.

The War in the Far East, 1941-1945
A Military History
British Infantry Equipments (2)
1908–2000
Osprey Publishing The conﬂict in South Africa from 1899 to 1902 gave the British military establishment reason to
eﬀect swift reforms in the period which followed the end of the hostilities. The humiliating defeats suﬀered at the
hands of a comparatively small number of Boer citizen-soldiers in the opening months of the war showed up
deﬁciencies in leadership, training and equipment. In a companion volume to Men-at-Arms 107: British Infantry
Equipments 1808-1908, Mike Chappel examines the period from 1908-2000 in a text complemented by numerous
illustrations including eight full page colour plates by the author himself.

Churchill and the Strategic Dilemmas before the World
Wars
Essays in Honor of Michael I. Handel
Routledge Before Michael I. Handel died his colleagues and students compiled this collection of essays that were
written for a conference on strategy held during 2001. The papers address Churchill's views and ideas on war, strategy
and realpolitik.

The Defence and Fall of Singapore
Monsoon Books Shortly after midnight on 8 December 1941, two divisions of crack troops of the Imperial Japanese
Army began a seaborne invasion of southern Thailand and northern Malaya. Their assault developed into a full-blown
advance towards Singapore, the main defensive position of the British Empire in the Far East. The defending British,
Indian, Australian and Malayan forces were outmanoeuvred on the ground, overwhelmed in the air and scattered on
the sea. By the end of January 1942, British Empire forces were driven back onto the island of Singapore Itself, cut oﬀ
from further outside help. When the Japanese stormed the island with an an-out assault, the defenders were quickly
pushed back into a corner from which there was no escape. Singapore’s defenders ﬁnally capitulated on 15 February,
to prevent the wholesale pillage of the city itself. Their rapid and total defeat was nothing less than military
humiliation and political disaster. Based on the most extensive use yet of primary documents in Britain, Japan,
Australia and Singapore, Brian Farrell provides the fullest picture of how and why Singapore fell and its real
signiﬁcance to the outcome of the Second World War.

Military Review
Tank Warfare, 19391945
Pen and Sword Military On the battleﬁelds of Europe and North Africa during the Second World War tanks played a key
role, and the intense pressure of combat drove forward tank design and tactics at an extraordinary rate. In a few
years, on all sides, tank warfare was transformed. This is the dramatic process that Simon and Jonathan Forty
chronicle in this heavily illustrated history. They describe the fundamentals of pre-war tank design and compare the
theories formulated in the 1930s as to how they should be used in battle. Then they show how the harsh experience of
the German blitzkrieg campaigns in Poland, France and the Soviet Union compelled the Western Allies to reconsider
their equipment, organization and tactics  and how the Germans responded to the Allied challenge. The speed of
progress is demonstrated in the selection of over 180 archive photographs which record, as only photographs can, the
conditions of war on each battle front. They also give a vivid impression of what armoured warfare was like for the
tank crews of 75 years ago.
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The Special Air Service
Osprey Publishing Since its birth at Kabrti in 1941, the Special Air Service has consistently captured the imagination of
the military and public alike by the daring and unconventional nature of its operations. The nature of the tasks and the
methods peculiar to the SAS have made it diﬃcult to standardise items of equipment. Apart from issues common to
the British Army as a whole, SAS personnel have need of, and access to, various specialised 'pieces of kit': often SAS
innovations created to meet speciﬁc needs. James Shortt investigates the organisation, tactics, equipment and
remarkable history of Britain's elite ﬁghting force.

Britain's War: A New World, 1942-1947
Oxford University Press The second volume of Daniel Todman's account of Great Britain and World War II The second of
Daniel Todman's two sweeping volumes on Great Britain and World War II, Britain's War: A New World, 1942-1947,
begins with the event Winston Churchill called the "worst disaster" in British military history: the Fall of Singapore in
February 1942 to the Japanese. As in the ﬁrst volume of Todman's epic account of British involvement in World War II
("Total history at its best," according to Jay Winter), he highlights the inter-connectedness of the British experience in
this moment and others, focusing on its inhabitants, its defenders, and its wartime leadership. Todman explores the
plight of families doomed to spend the war struggling with bombing, rationing, exhausting work and, above all, the
absence of their loved ones and the uncertainty of their return. It also documents the full impact of the entrance into
the war by the United States, and its ascendant stewardship of the war. Britain's War: A New World, 1942-1947 is a
triumph of narrative and research. Todman explains complex issues of strategy and economics clearly while never
losing sight of the human consequences--at home and abroad--of the way that Britain fought its war. It is the deﬁnitive
account of a drama which reshaped Great Britain and the world.

The Australian Army in World War II
Bloomsbury Publishing This book recounts the organization and deployment of one of the most important ﬁghting
armies of World War II. Australian divisions made a large and distinctive contribution to victory both in the deserts of
the Middle East and the jungles of the South-West Paciﬁc,earning for the second time a unique reputation for
aggressiveness, endurance and independence of spirit. The text is illustrated with original wartime photos from all
fronts; and with full colour plates showing a wide range of uniforms and gear, together with the complex and colourful
Australian system of unit insignia.

Disaster in the Far East, 1940–1942
Pen and Sword Despatches in this volume include that on the Far East between October 1940 and December 1941, by
Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham; the despatch on operations in Hong Kong between 8 and 25 December
1941, by Major-General C.M. Maltby, General Oﬃcer Commanding British Troops in China; the report on the air
operations during the campaigns in Malaya and Netherland East Indies between December 1941 and March 1942; and
the important despatch by Percival detailing the fall of Malaya and Fortress Singapore.This unique collection of
original documents will prove to be an invaluable resource for historians, students and all those interested in what was
one of the most signiﬁcant periods in British military history.

Did Singapore Have to Fall?
Churchill and the Impregnable Fortress
Routledge This book provides a sophisticated summary of up-to-date knowledge on the Fall of Singapore, including the
critical tensions between Churchill and local commanders. A focus on the role of Churchill, and on his understanding of
the guns and Singapore's fortiﬁcations, makes the Fortress central to understanding why and how Singapore fell as it
did. The book includes a range of quotations that give the ﬂavour of the time and the essence of the debates. No other
book allows the reader to get a clear overview of the base, the plans, the campaign, the guns and the remaining
heritage, all in one place.

The Indian Army and the End of the Raj
Cambridge University Press A unique examination of the role of the Indian army in post-World War II India in the runup to Partition. Daniel Marston draws upon extensive archival research and interviews with veterans of the events of
1947 to provide fresh insight into the ﬁnal days of the British Raj.

Hongkongers in the British Armed Forces, 1860-1997
Oxford University Press Hong Kong has been caught between empires ever since the First Opium War (1839-1842). As
a result, the study of Hong Kong history has been subjected to the inﬂuence of the empires that controlled or laid
claims over it. The historical experience of the Hongkongers during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is unique,

7

8

with Hong Kong as a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural society, an international trading hub, and a geopolitically crucial
British colony until 1997. In recent decades, historians produced works on diﬀerent aspects of the Hong Kong history,
but one particular group has remained obscure: the more than 30,000 Hong Kong men and women who served in the
British armed forces from the Opium Wars to the end of the British rule. This is the ﬁrst systematic study of the
experience of the Hong Kong servicemen in the British armed forces during the colonial period. It puts the Hong Kong
servicemen in the contexts of Hong Kong history, the history of overseas Chinese, the history of the British Empire,
and the military history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It details the agency of Hongkongers, who were
often portrayed as victims or beneﬁciaries during the two world wars and the Cold War, and highlights the relevance of
Hong Kong in the modern history of East Asia. The author also looks at how the intertwined issues of class and race
played out among these servicemen, who came from a variety of ethnic, cultural, and social backgrounds. The study
reveals the complexity of the colonial Hong Kong society by illustrating the interplay between the colonizers and the
colonized of diﬀerent classes and ethnicities, and informs the ongoing discussion about colonial Hong Kong by
providing concrete examples of the collaboration between ethnic groups.

Hirohito's War
The Paciﬁc War, 1941-1945
Bloomsbury Publishing Named one of Foreign Aﬀairs' Best Books of 2016 In his magisterial 1,208 page narrative of the
Paciﬁc War, Francis Pike's Hirohito's War oﬀers an original interpretation, balancing the existing Western-centric view
with attention to the Japanese perspective on the conﬂict. As well as giving a 'blow-by-blow' account of campaigns and
battles, Francis Pike oﬀers many challenges to the standard interpretations with regards to the causes of the war;
Emperor Hirohito's war guilt; the inevitability of US Victory; the abilities of General MacArthur and Admiral Yamamoto;
the role of China, Great Britain and Australia; military and naval technology; and the need for the ﬁre-bombing of Japan
and the eventual use of the atom bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Hirohito's War is accompanied by additional online
resources, including more details on logistics, economics, POWs, submarines and kamikaze, as well as a 1930-1945
timeline and over 200 maps.
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